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Chief Guest, Honorable Minister for Local Development, 
Mr. Ram Chandra Jha, 

Guest of Honor, Prof. Madhab Prasad Sharma, Vice 
Chancellor of TU,  

Dr. Kamal Krishna Joshi, Chairman, University Grants 
Commission, 

Former Presidents Prof. TR Kansakar, Prof. Abhi Subedi, 
Prof. Jai Raj Awasthi, Prof. CP Sharma,  

Dr. Rudra Laxmi Shrestha, distinguished guests, 
presenters from home and abroad;  

LSN colleagues, media persons, ladies and gentlemen  

I remember my first entry into this institution as a student 
member during its inception in 1979. Today, after three 
decades, I feel a great pleasure and regard it as a matter of 
great honor to speak to this august gathering of scholars, 
linguists, researchers and a host of aspiring young people. 
Such gatherings made regularly for the last three decades 
have nurtured a rich 'linguistic culture' in Nepal and this 
has also drawn the attention of different scholars and 
institutions in the world—we have achieved this through 
presentations, discussions, and shared opinions.  

                                                 
1 Delivered on the 29th Annual Conference of the Linguistic Society of 
Nepal, November 26-27, 2008. 
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Today, I would like to record the names of some pioneers 
and eminent linguists like Prof. KP Malla, Prof. TR 
Kansakar, Prof. Ballabh Mani Dahal, Prof. CM Bandhu, 
Prof. Shishir K. Sthapit, Dr. Ramawatar Yadav, Prof. 
Abhi Subedi, Dr. Subhadra Subba, Prof. Shanti Basnyat, 
Prof. Nirmal Man Tuladhar, Dr. Sundar Krishna Joshi and 
many others who have made a substantial contribution in 
laying the foundation of this discipline whereas, the 
following generation torch bearers are, among others, 
Prof. YP Yadava, Prof. CP Sharma, Prof. M P Pokharel, 
Prof. Novel Kishor Rai and recently Prof. JR Awasthi. 
They are the leaders followed and supported by 
innumerable young generation enthusiasts—students and 
researchers alike. Consequently, Linguistic Society of 
Nepal, which is underpinned by the Central Department of 
Linguistics, Department of English Education, Central 
Department of English, as well as Central Department of 
Nepali, to a large extent, has developed itself into an 
incomparable pioneering center of learning and research 
in Nepal. A host of young academicians are involved in 
learning their own native tongues and in exploring the 
wide horizon of the linguistic diversity of Nepal. Started 
by a small group of linguists 29 years ago, the Society has 
expanded its family now with about three hundred life 
members, crossed the geographical, linguistic and topical 
borders.  

Obviously, LSN is the oldest of organizations in Nepal 
that has survived innumerable obstacles-- even wars, 
armed revolts, emergencies and many hindrances, 
political and economic, that has maintained its vibrancy 
throughout years that is growing richer and stronger 
everyday. No other discipline in Nepal has experienced 
such a rigorous journey and growth in its content and 
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form. The LSN survived everything as it remained ever an 
apolitical organization—a  forum dedicated solely to the 
promotion of academic activities—study and research in 
linguistics. 

As a result, linguistic discourse in Nepal has crossed all 
its traditional boundaries. During the early days, the 
papers included topics like English vowels and consonants 
or syntax and morphology. Today, at the other point of 
time, our young linguists are contemplating the 
application of computational linguistics in many 
indigenous languages. We have, for instance, papers like 
Inventory of Sherpa documents, Phonology of Gamale 
Kham, Personal pronouns in Danuwar, Case markers in 
Ghale, Negativisation in Chhintang, Subordinate in 
Taplejunge Limbu, Grammaticalisation in Newar, 
technology used in Puma Chhintang documentation, 
Causativization in Saptariya Tharu, Passivization in 
Bhojpuri and so on. We have traversed a long way from 
structural to computational, from lithographic machines to 
high-tech equipments.  

Over the years, Linguistic Society has played a leading 
role in creating this atmosphere even the Central 
Department of Linguistics owes to it. These together have 
created awareness in our student-researchers and many 
projects are being carried out which aim at the 
preservation, protection and promotion of indigenous 
languages of Nepal. Many papers in this conference are 
the outcomes of the rich experience drawn from the field 
works. Such a linguistic and cultural awareness among the 
people has also strongly supported Nepal's political move 
towards loktantra. It is the right to language and culture of 
the marginal and deprived section that has commanded 
the highest attention at this hour. At the same time we are 
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compelled to think over and practice the application of IT 
in our activities like language study, planning and 
documentation. 

At this moment I would like to remind the august 
gathering of some issues that Prof. Awasthi raised in his 
Presidential address last year which I think are no less 
pertinent today and will steer the LSN further and widen 
its scope in the new challenging perspectives.  

• Having recognized the importance of ‘The 
Linguistic Survey of Nepal’, the government of 
has approved the project proposal which should 
now be given the highest priority. 

• The establishment of Language Academy for 
which the linguistic communities have shown their 
serious concern time and again is very urgent call 
of time. 

• The development of Nepali as a second language 
curriculum with the widely expanding Nepali 
diasporas and the different linguistic groups of the 
nation in mind needs accelerating. 

• The promotion of linguistic and cultural harmony 
is a must because language is ultimately only a 
means that functions in society, and the study and 
researches related to language are not merely 
theoretical subjects of discussion and debates, 
rights and duties, they should be utilized as 
powerful instruments for nurturing and 
strengthening social harmony as well. 

• We have to make the government realize that LSN 
is a forum of expertise required to preserve and 
promote different languages as such they have to 
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be invited to design courses and materials for 
mother tongue education as envisaged by the 
government. 

• All our efforts should be geared to the 
mainstreaming of development. All our actions 
should be purposefully guided by the principle of 
harmony, peace and humanity. 

At this hour the LSN would like to thank Prof. Jai Raj 
Awasthi and his team that worked hard for a long time for 
getting the Society registered with government of Nepal. 
It took us 28 years to accomplish the tremendous task; and 
now we are safe, we will face no legal or other hitches in 
running the institution smoothly; however more 
accountability is required among us for ensuring 
transparency in our activities. 

The team of editorial board consisting of Mr. Bhim 
Regmi, and Mr. Ganga Ram Gautam headed by Prof. Jai 
Raj Awasthi has produced a voluminous work, the regular 
issue of the Nepalese Linguistics volume, the Board 
deserves special thanks for their untiring and meticulous 
work required to produce such a great treasure in a very 
short period of time.  

I am thankful to my colleagues and Executive Members of 
LSN who have worked hard, incessantly nights and days, 
have spent their time, sometimes money and energy in 
making this mega event a success. It is difficult to survive 
without any resource in all voluntary bases. We hope the 
government will recognize the contribution our 
predecessors have made in sustaining the LSN and will 
allocate some amount of annual fund towards its 
sustenance. 
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The presenters from home and abroad deserve our due 
thankfulness, the contributors in the journal, the audience, 
the volunteers for making this success and above all 
former President and distinguished person Prof. Chandra 
Prakash Sharma, for growing a small LSN plant into a 
large fruit bearing tree, nobody shows such a 
magnanimity in the present day world.  

Thank you very much. 

26 November 2008, Kathamndu, Nepal. 

 




